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Where Off Off Took Off By STEVEN McELROY

Last fall, the theater company Peculiar
Works Project took audiences back in
time by way of a tour that meandered
through Greenwich Village, stopping at
Off Off Broadway’s earliest locales.
Along the way actors performed
excerpts from seminal works of down-
town theater. But the company was
only telling half the story.

Now “OFF Stage: The East Village
Fragments,” which begins previews

on Thursday, will tell the rest of the
tale. Eighty actors will enact scenes
from plays that originated at La MaMa,
Theater Genesis, the Tempo Theater
and other performance spaces. The
group hopes also to bring more per-
manent attention to the downtown
theatrical legacy and is working to per-
suade the city to install plaques at the
sites, said Catherine Porter, one of its
three co-artistic directors.

“OFF Stage” runs Thursdays through
Saturdays until June 30, with four
tours nightly, at 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30.
Performances will be offered at 
the same times on opening night,
Sunday, June 17. Tickets ($18, or $15
for students and 65+) are available
through theatermania.com or by call-
ing (212)352-3101. Preview tickets are
$15; $10 for students and seniors.
Here are some highlights of the tour.

Phebe’s, 359 Bowery, was called the Sardi’s of Off Off Broadway. Photo: Steven McElroy


